
113

hƌďĂŶͲyͲ�ŚĂŶŐĞ͗��ĞƐŝŐŶŝŶŐ�'ƌŽǁƚŚ�
in the Contemporary Metropolis
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This third-year undergraduate design-research 
studio considers the development of Walmart 
Superstores as a way to examine the phenom-
enon of CHANGE in the contemporary metropo-
lis. Since the first Walmart Supercenter opened its 
doors in 1988, the big box typology has emerged 
as the primary form of commercial development in 
North America.  A list of the ten largest retailers in 
the United States reveals that all are big box 

URBAN X-CHANGE: DESIGNING GROWTH IN THE CONTEMPORARY METROPOLIS
INCREMENT 1 : THE PARKING LOT
The first time span defines the change sequences 
that occur within the space of the parking lot over 
the course of 1 year.
Time 1: 8 hours, 24 hours, 1 week, 1 year 
Scale 1:  Parking space, parking lot
Sequence 1:  Provide for assembly and disas-
sembly 

INCREMENT 2 : THE DEVELOPMENT
The second time span defines the change 
sequences that occur within the space of the 
development over the course of 10 years.
Time 2: 1 year, 5 years, 10 years
Scale 2:  Little box, big box, parcel, commercial 
development, residential cluster
Sequence 2: Provide for development of com-
mercial  and residential clusters for 10 years.

INCREMENT 3 : THE METROPOLIS
The third time span defines the change 
sequences that occur within the space of the city 
over the course of 100 years.
Time 3: 10 years, 25 years, 50 years, 100 years
Scale 3:  Cluster, town, city, metropolis, region 
Sequence 3: Provide for development of com-
mercial and residential clusters for 100 years.

developers:  Wal-mart alone has 3,029 Supercent-
ers sites in the United States. Urban change 
necessarily involves increments. An INCREMENT 
is an increase in quantity or amount, either fixed 
or variable. This is appropriate because, geo-
graphically speaking, contemporary cities grow 
and don’t shrink. In the United States suburbs, 
change increments are defined by three variables:
Time, Scale, and Sequence.
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